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ASSOCIATION OF FELLOWS OF THE ROYAL
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

A MEETING of Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons
was held on Thursday last, at 3 l.lvl., in the Medical

Society’s rooms, Chandos-street, W. Mr. Paul Swain was
elected to the chair on this occasion. A telegram was
read from Mr. Reginald Harrison, expressing regret at his
inability to attend, and letters were received from many
others expressive of their agreement with the principles of
the Association about to be inaugurated.

Mr. SWAIN said that the old Association of Fellows did
not possess the confidence of a large body of the Fellows.
There seemed implied in it a certain amount of antagonismbe-
tween London and provincial Fellows. Up to the present time
considerably more than 200 Fellows had joined the new Asso-
ciation, and he had good reasons for believing that many
others would join. He had been asked by a member of the
Council what the real objects of the Association were. They
were to secure and extend the rights of Fellows of the

College, and to effect many reforms. But he altogether dis-
claimed a spirit of antagonism. He pointed out that the
Council was perfectly irresponsible, and he considered that
whilst such was the case, the College could not go on so well
as it ought to do. He advocated the making of the annual
meeting a real thing, where Fellows and Members should
meet and criticise the proceedings. The annual report ought
to be printed and taken as read, and the Fellows and Mem-
bers should submit amendments and make suggestions for
the future. As showing the evils of the present system, he
said that a compact had been made with the College of Phy-
sicians by which students would have to pass both examina-
tions, and thus made to pay double fees. Such practices
could not happen if fair. free, and open discussion of the
affairs were allowed. With regard to the election of Pre-
sident, he thought that election by rotation should not be
possible. Further, he thought it was a crying evil that the
whole ten Members of the Court of Examiners were all
Members of the Council, so that their influence was great
and preponderating. The examiners received among them
over f:6000 a year ; it was important that a monopoly
over f6000 should not thus exist. He further suggested
that examiners should not be eligible for ie-election after
five years. A difficult question to decide was the rights of the
Members. There was something to be said on their side ;
the Royal College of Surgeons was a corporation including
16,000 Members, and he could not help thinking they ought
to have a certain share and interest in its proceedings.
Mr. JOHN TWEEDY thought that the considerations

advanced by Mr. Swain were to the interest not only of the
Fellows but of the College itself, and he cordially agreed with
them. He considered that an Associationfcrmed to promote the
general interest of the Fellows, and to take into considera-
tion all matters relating to professional, political, and social
affairs, would be of the greatest benefit to the Fellows them-
selves and to the College. On these grounds he begged to
propose that a new Association of Fellows of the Royal
College of Surgeons be formed. Large numbers had already
anticipated this motion and others would doubtless join the
Association when its aims and purposes were better under-
stood. He therefore moved, "That a Society be formed to
promote the general interests of the Fellows of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England, and to consider all matters
relating to the constitution, government, and administration
of the College, whether in its corporate, examining, academi-
cal or political capacity."
Mr. ALLINGHAM seconded the motion, and Mr. RICHARD

DAVY spoke strongly in its favour, urging that the Fellows
of the College of Pnysicians enjoyed much greater privileges
than those of the College of Surgeoas. He said he spoke in
no spirit of animosity. He remarked that the Fellowship
carried with it no power. He might paraphrase Goldsmith’s
lines and say,-

What is Fellowship but a name-
A charm which lulls to sleep 1

We ought to be careful that no Fellow should be elected
to the Council who was not pledged to support reform.
The resolution was unanimously carried.
The new Association having been formally created, Mr.

George Pollock was elected President. A committee was
formed with power to add to its number. Messrs. Morgan

and Bruce Clarke were elected secretaries, and Mr. Willett
as treasurer.
Mr. JOHN TWEEDY then proposed three of the resolutions

which had been passed at the meeting in March, and which
had been rejected by the Council. In moving the first
resolution, he urged that the electoral r;ghts of the Fellows
should be kept separate and distinct, but considered that
Members should take some share in the management of
the College : "That in the opinion of this meeting it will
materially conduce to the welfare of the College that the
Fellows and Members should be invested with a larger share
of its management."
. 

This was seconded by Mr. BAPWELL, and carried unani-
mously.
’ Mr. TWEEDY then moved the second resolution That
it is desirable that no alteration in the constitution or rela.
tions of the College ba effected without the consent of the
Fellows and Members convened to discuss such alteration."
This was seconded by Mr. WICKHAM BARNES, discussed

by Mr. GOULD and Mr. POLLOCK, and carried unanimously.
, The third resolution, also moved by Mr. TWEEDY, was as
follows :-" That there shall be an annual meeting of the
Fellows and Members, at which the annual report of the
Council shall be presented, discussed, and, if approved,
adopted. "
This was seconded by Mr. RICHARD DAVY, and unani.

mously carried.
Mr. OLIVER PEMBERTON then made some remarks, in

which he said he was entirely in harmony with the senti-
ments of the meeting.
The next point which occupied attention was the mode in

which the Council of the College should be made acquainted
with the present proceedings, and after many proposals Mr.
MoPGANT’S motion, seconded by Mr. PAUL SWAIN, was
unanimously carried. It ran thus : " That a request be
forwarded to the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of
England to receive a deputation from this Association, and
that a subcommittee be formed to represent the opinions of
this Association to the Council of the College, and to take
such steps as may seem desirable to further the objects of
this Association."

THE AMBULANCE MOVEMENT.

By the Army Circular of May 1st, the War Office sanctions
the formation of ambulance classes for ambulance drill and
instruction in first aid to the wounded throughout the whole
army, regular, militia, and volunteers. The training of
officers and men is to be carried on under orders of general
officers commanding and principal medical officers of dis-
tricts. Commanding officers are to afford medical officers
undertaking the duty every facility for the formation and
instruction of classes, and are to detail a competent non.
commissioned officer to assist the medical officer in the drill
and to take charge of the equipment and appliances. Details
are given as to the number of drills and inspection of classes
when instructed. Certificates of proficiency will be granted
to the militia and volunteers by the medical officer inspecting,
and two men of the rank and file per company will be told
off as the recognised stretcher bearers of the corps, and will
continue to wear, as now, the Geneva badge on the right
arm. To secure efficiency, however, and the retention of the
right to wear the badge, the stretcher bearers of militia and
volunteer corps will be required to attend four stretcher
drills annually.

It is interesting to observe that the authorities look upon
the ambulance movement with so much favour as to extend
its instruction to the regular army and militia. Originating
among the volunteers, thanks to the untiring energy of
Lieutenant Maclure, London Scottish Volunteers, the
ambulance drills are being generally taken up by most volun.
teer surgeons in their respective corps, and their respective
bearer companies are now recognised as a regular part of
their regiments. A further development of the movement
is the formation of the Volunteer Medical Association, which
will, if accepted by the War Office, represent the army
medical staff of the volunteers. Volunteer medical officers
have now a recognised position in their regiments, and
definite duties and drills to superintend and men to command,
and it is to be hoped that they will now take their position
among their working officers, instead of being, as is the case
in many regiments, merely ornamental appendages.


